Osteoblastoma of the sternum--case report and review of the literature.
Osteoblastoma is an extremely rare entity that represents less than 1% of all bone tumors, and affects twice as many males as females with peak incidence between 15 and 20 years. Osteoblastomas commonly affect axial bones, long bones, bones of the foot and hand, and less commonly the pelvis, scapula, ribs, and clavicle. Osteoblastoma does not have a classic presentation, but can vary with the location and size of the tumor. The main complaint is often progressive pain localized at the tumor site. Osteoblastoma is a benign tumor with an aggressive behavior. The treatment is wide surgical resection, otherwise it continues to enlarge and destroy the bone and surrounding structures. We report a 32-year-old male with an osteoblastoma of this sternum who was treated with an en-bloc resection and reconstruction with Marlex((R)) and a methylmethacrylate plate.